Owned, nd Seri prupally 18 
ASSERTED. || 


To Remove Dark and Acts, 
1ſtical ContradiCtion there- 


unro | 
Slang Zo DAN Luwslih 


F or Partichlar and General Infor mation. 


—— — ; 


| for the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation | 
| | bath appeared to all Men. "Titus 2,11. | 
'» 2, 


ER CCI — ———— — 


LONDON; 


Pringed for Thomas Northoott, in George | 
Tard in Lombayd- Street, 1693, | 


—_ —__—— 


CO CI ——. 


7 near Relations, and other K indred , and 
loving Neighbours, and other iFyiends, 
(living in and aajacent to, this C iry of 
Glouceſter ; whqare in Community with, © 
and Hearers of your Paſtor and Teacher, 
James Forbes ; This following Treatiſe, 
is to you inn 4 particular manner Diretted ' 
and Recommended ; ' deſiring that. the 
ame, in the Love and Fear of the Loyd, © 
(aud void of prejudice) may be Received, 
Read, andC ſk dered. 


"\JOraſmuch as ſome A Writing -* 
happened here to be, concerning the 
Saving Grace of God -in Men 5 and 
jerein, 1 being charged, as holding a groſly 
rronious., yea Heretical , Atheiltical , and 
laſphemous Principle ; becauſe denying the 
aid Grace to be, a Creature; and which not 
et in the leaſt being convinced of ; z bur ſtill 
ficmly believing it.of right belongs to my. 
Nc ppoſer (the perſon abovementioned, your 
MW Teacher) and whe ſtill ſtanding in the ſame 
Belief, as-helately ſignified. Therefore, (not 
In Envy to him; but being heartily deſirous 
that Truth may take place and prevail) it - 
A 2 | hath 


\ 
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(2) 
hath ſeemed good-to me, ( and could not 
otherwiſe be well clear in my ſelf, it reſting 
ſo with me) to Tranſcribe the ſaid Lines, and 
ſo give forth (for your Information, Contem- 
plation, and Satisfaction) a true Relation , 
methodically of the Rice, and preſent ſtate of 


the Caſe; which hereafter follows, with ſome 


other Lines added in unfeigned Love, and 


- the ſame (though my Love is Univerſal to all, 


and ſo no one is excluded hereby, yet ) 
tius more eſpecially preſented to you, my 
near Relations 1n the Fleſh,& c. whom my Soul 
loves, and for whom, my Hearts deſire, and 
Prayer to God for you (as for my ſelf) is, 
that you may be ſaved, and come unto the 
Knowledge of the Truth, as it is in Jeſus; or 


Tightly to Believe in, and know Chriſt by his 


Saving Divine Grace, or Holy Spirit to be 
within you, your Hope of Glory and Crown 
of Rejoicing. 


Now then firſt as to the occaſion of this ſaid 
Writing, you may briefly hereby underſtand, 
that upon Joſeph Howell and his Wile, their 
leaving your Society, and coming over to, 
and in ſome degree joining in Fellowſhip with 
us, the People called Qyakers (for ſhe as yet 
was not fully (as I take it) reſolved in her ſelf) 
And two of your Mcmbers, viz. Daniel Bryan 
and Jonathan Green giving her a Viſit-(as they 
(and others) had ſome time before her Hus- 
band) to Diſcourſe with her, to —_ 

its 
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(its like) to ſatisfie her doubts, and recove® 
her, and ſo not to fully forſake your Fellow- 
ſhip of Breaking of Bread', &c. And two 
of our Friends (not of this City) coming in- 
to the Houſe at the ſame time, and Diſcourſe 
about ſome points of. Religion, ariſing be- 
tween then; it was by Foeathan Green (when 
treating then of the Saving Grace of God)de- 
clared, that the ſame was but a Creature, which 
being zealouſly oppoſed ; and . G. after his 
return home.vpon turning to his Author,find- 
ing it in Print Allerted; and reckoning ir ſuf- 
bcient to do the buſineſs, he thereupon tran- 
{cribes it, and the next Night comes to my 
Houſe with it, enquiring for our two Friends 
(they Lodging here) and I ſignifying ro him, 
that they were gone out of Town, he thereup- 
on ſpoke, that, whereas laſt Night there was 
ſome Diſcourſe about the Grace of God, he 
had farther conſidered upon it. and here are. 
ſome Lines to prove it to be but a Creature , 
waich he brought that they might ſee ir, &c. 
but ſince they are gone, here you may have it, 
if you will, (or to this effect) making offer 
of the Paper to me; who taking it of him, 
and after our parting, reading ir, and turning 
to the Texts cited to maintain what was 
aſſerted, and not finding them anſwer ar all , 
(that I conceived) theend thereof ; and con+ 


ſidering thereupon, [ dida few days after go 


to his Houſe; who ſoon after came in, and 
ſome ſhort Diſcourſe firſt paſſed, he began to. 
A 3 ſpeak 
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ſpeak again of this point, ſignifying, that 
whereas he was not when the Diſcourſe was 
firſt, very poſitive of the matter he then men- 
tioned touching Grace, but afterward he find- 
ing it ſo laid down in a Book, therefore he did 
write them Lines out, that he delivered be- 
ſore to me; 1 thereupon asked him to let me 
ſee that Book, who at that inſtant refuſed, but 
ſoon after, his Wife (who was preſent) ſay- 
ing the Book was in the Houle, he then reacht 
it, and delivered it to me, ſhewing me the 
place, where I found it co be according to his 
Copy; 1 then viewed the Title Page, where 
I found it ſtyled, The Touchſtone of Stncerity, 
or the Signs of Grace, &c. being the 24. part of 
The Saint Indeed. By John Flavell, Miniſter of 
Chriſt. Devon. So ſpeaking ſomething of the 
Man that I knew him -- and thatI ſuppoſed 
he was a noted Preacher among them, (v:z. 
Independants) and Jonathan Green and his 
Wife owning he was, and that he wag a very 
good Man, &c. I then ſpoke, whatever he was 
in other things, I C1d believe he was greatly 
our in this point, of aſſerting the Saving Grace 
of God to be a Creature, &c. But they both 
{till Believing that it was, becauſe ſo ſaid in 
this Book; I thereupon produced his Paper, 
(which he Coppied out, and before delivered 
me) and (there being no Name to it) pro- 
poſed to him (ſince he-was of that Belief) to 
put his Name to it ; and if Danzet Bryan was 
of the ſame Faith, that he would carry 8 to 
LIM, 
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him. that he.may alſo Sign it, and likewiſe 
that If Fa. Forbes wag one with him in it, that 
he would get him to Subſcribe ir; and then an 
Anſwer to it they might expect; ſo he rook 
the Paper, and faid he would do ſomething 
therein, &c. And fo a few days after , he 
came-to.me again, ſpeaking that he had done 
according to his promiſe to me, and here 
( ſaith he ) is the Book; The Book I have 
ſeen already, (I-replyed ) but where is the 
Paper with your Names to it, which he not 
producing, I thereupon Queried, whether he 
D.B. and 7, F. were of the Belief that the 
Grace of God. given to Men (according to the 
Lines in his Paper) was but a Creature ; he ac- 
knowledged that himſelf, and .D. B. were, - 
and at laſt, upon our parting, upon further- 
urging it, did alſo, that F. F. was; fo upon 
my {ending to him after for the ſaid Paper, 
he ſent it me (but not Signed) which 1s Yer- 
batim as follows, Viz. 


S Sewn Grace more Precious than Gold, let 
them that have it, bleſs God for it, and not 


boaſt; Mens Hearts are as apt to puff up, and 
[well with ſpiritual, as with material Gold, 1t 


is hard to he owner of much of this Gold,' and not 
to be lifted up with it, to keep down thy Heart, 
and preſerve thine Eyes from being dazled with 
theſe thy gracious Excellencies. | 

It will be needful for Thee Chriſtian ſome- 
times to conſider, that although Grace be one of 
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the moſt excellent things that ever God Created, 
'et it s but a Creatuie, 4 dependant Thing, 
2 Cor. 5-17. Teait is not only a Creature, but 
a very imperfett Creature, yet in thy Soul la- 
bouring under many Weakneſſes , Phil. 3. 12. 
And ſometimes ready to Dye, Rev:3.2, 
Though it can do many things for you, yet it 
cannot Tuſtifie you before God ; you Cannot make 
a Garment of it , to cover your Guilt , nor 
| Plead the Dignity of it at Gods Bar, for your 
Diſcharge, it u not your Inherent, but Chriſts 
Imputed Righteouſneſs muFt do that for you , 
though in other reſpetts it be very neceſſary. 
Nay, remember how excellent ſoever it be, its 
not the Native growth and produth of your 
. Hearts, all the Grace you bave, it is Foreign to 
your Natures, and what you have i received, 
1 Cor. 4. 7. - | 
And laſtly, Remember he that tis moſt Proud 
and Conceited of his own Graces, will be found 
to be the owner of leaſt Gracez and hath mo#t 
cauſe to queſtion whether he have any or no ,; It 
# the Nature of Grace to humble, abaſe and em- 
pty the Soul , and its the ftrength of our Corrup- 
tions, which thus puffs us up with Vain Con- 
ceits. | 
Theſe few Lines(adds Jonathan Green) 
are ſuitable I think, to convince all of 
you, what was diſcourſed on laſt Night. 
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So, ſhortly afcer I ſent ſomeLines in reply 
thereto, and by word of mouth, by my Ser- 
vant 


(7) 

vant to F. G: premiſed, and deſired, tbat .if 
an Anſwer was returned to mine, and Fa. F. 
« concerned therein , that he would -puc his 
- EName thereto, ( expeCting that what was 
.. Mdone would be by his Authority) thas. ſo-in 
- EplainneſsT might be ſenſible thereof; which 
Reply, was alſo as ſolloweth, v:z. 53H 


Loving:Neighbour Jonathan Green. _ 
"He Lines thou delivered me, (which thou 
aidſt think ſuitable, to Convince all of ns; 
what was 4iſccur ſed on lately by us) 1 have peru«. 
ed, and not finding them ſatisfattory, nor: ſo 
much as ſuitable, with reſpeþ of Proof, That the 
Divine Grace of God is a Creature ; #berefore 
bave returned ſome Lines in Anſwer thereto, in © 
's Rorder that you, that hold the ſame, who were” 
then our Oppoſers , may be convinced of that 
Enormous, and (1 believe) profly Blafphemous 
Opinion, and come (not only to talk a' great 
deal of Grace) but really to have true Faith in 
it, as the perfett Gift of God; and thereby ſee 
him, whom you have pierced in his ba 59g 
Appearance, and Mourning for it, and for the 
ture Obediently following of it, may Witneſs 
Mercy from God, ani the pure Virtue thereof, 
truly ſenſibly, to repleniſh yorr Souls to your Di- 


) 

f Evine Satisfattion in the Lord, that ſo you with 

. Ws, 41nd we with you, may acceptably praiſe him 
together, who i right worthy thereof 

y Wmore. Amen. 


for Ever- 


Is 
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+ {t being in the Paper © 15 $49"7g Grace ( ſay 
and Book you own and You *,) more Precsozs than 
ſtand by z therefore I 'Gold, let them that have 
lay YOU, it, bleſs God for it, and 
not Boaſt. . BJ DItoy; 3: 

Anſwer. Yea certainly Saving Grate is more 
Precious, and infinitely more Valuable than 
Gold; and it is not comparable thereto; I. 
yet God in the Riches of his Love to Man- 
kind, hath made it common toall, that there- 

by (through true Faith therein: and Obedi- 
ence thereto) they might Die to Sin, and 
Liveto him ; who therefore ought to be Bleſ- 
ied for it, and ſonot vainly to Boaſt, yet may 
. Plainly in Humility, confeſs and bear Teſti- 
mony thereto, on behalf thereof. 

Mens Hearts (ſay you) are as apt to puff 
up, and ſwell with ſpiritual as with material 
Gold; it ts hard to be owner of much of thu 
Gold, and not to be lifted up with it, to keeyi 
down thy Heart, and preſerve thine Eyes from 
being dazled mith theſe thy gracious Excellen- 
C1EF, ; 
Anſw.,Though Man is apt to be puft up witi 
what he knoweth and witneſſeth ; and that 1ts 
hard (by reaſon of the ſtrong and cunning 


workings of Sathan, that envyes our Happi-Wn 


neſs, &c.) to keep the Heart down from be: 
ing lifted up, &c. and that Man of himſcl 
cannor do it, yet the aforeſaid Divine Grace 
of God, is able to do it for Man, and doth it; 

as Man truly keeps under the GovernmentWwe 


thereof, lt 


(9) 
Jt will be needful for thee Chriftian, ſome- 
Wrcs to Conſider ( ſay you) That although 
race be one of the moſt excellent things that 
er God Creatcd, yet it is but a Creature, a 
pendant Thing, 2 Cor. 5.17. Tea it 15 not on- 
a Creature, but a very imperfett one ; yet in 


.12. And ſometimes ready to Dye, Rev. 3. 2. 
Anſw. Indeed I here ſtand amazed, that 
y one Profeſſing Chriſtianity, and the Holy 
riptures (which we dearly own and ho- 
our) to be their only Rules ſhould be ſo un- 
ke a true Chriſtian, as contrary thereto, to 
Wſlert , ( and nthers to believe) that thoſe 
ree foregoing Texts cited, proves the Di- 
ne Grace of God giyento Man, to be a Crea- 
4j Wre, yea a very imperfect Creature, and rea- 
y to Dye; and yet own'it to be Saving ; 
hen in Truth, they are ſo far from being 
rtinent to the point, that they have nor 
rect relation thereto, neither of the Ver- 
*Ws making mention thereof; the firſt ſpeak- 
g cf the New Creature in Chriſt, which is 
dt the Grace it ſelf, for that is a diſtinft 
hing, and by and through the Divine Aſliſt= 


ing ice thereof, the Creature, who is a depen- 
pi-Wnt Thing, comes to be made new. The 
be-Wcond Text 'makes not mention neither of 
ſel!|Wis Grace, as that it is a very Imperfe&_ 


reature ; but ſpeaks only particularly of 
ws then attainment, and what he then fol- 
ed or preſt after, Neither doth the laſt 
Text 


yy Soul labouring under many weakneſſes, Phil. 


* = 
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® Tt being in the Paper ' 
and Book you own and 
ſtand by z therefore I 'Gold, let them that have 


fay YOU, ' it, bleſs God for it, and 
not Boaſt. 63 Off ENV 

Anſwer. Yea certainly Saving Grate 1s more 
Precious, and infinitely more Valuable than 
Gold; and it is not comparable thereto; 
yet God in the Riches of this Love to Man- 
kind, hath made it common toall, that there- 
by (through true Faith therein,: and Obedi- 
ence thereto) they might Die to Sin, and 
Live to him ; who therefore ought to be Bleſ- 


ſed for it, and ſo not vainly to Boat, yet may. 


- plainly in Humility, confeſs and bear Teſti- 
mony thereto, on behalf thereof. 

Mens Hearts (ſay- you) are as apt to puff 
up, and ſwell with ſpiritual as with material 
Gold; it ts hard to be owner of much of ths 
Gold, and not to be lifted up with it, to keep 
down thy Heart, and preſerve thine Eyes from 
being dazled with theſe thy gracious Excellen- 
77 
Anſw.Though Man is apt to be puft up with 
what he knoweth and witneſſeth ; and that 1ts 
hard (by reaſon of the ſtrong and cunning 
workings of Sathan, that envyes our Happt- 
neſs, &c.) to keep the Heart down from be- 


ing lifted up, &c. and that Man of himſelf his 


cannor do It, yet the aforeſaid Divine Grace 
of God, is able to do it for Man, and doth it; 
-as Man truly keeps under the Government 


thereof, If 


-* Is Saving .Grace ( ſay 
You *,) more Preczou than 


WW 
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Text (which was written to the Angel ( 
Miniſter) of the-Church of Sardis) wherei 
he is exhorted to be Watchfal, and ſtrengtt 
en the things which remain, that are read 
to Die: for I have not found thy works per 
fect before God) make out, (or prove) th 


this aforeſaid Grace is ſometimes ready tt 


Die, (it being of, and from God, and in 
ſelf, perfect, and purely Divine and Immor 


tal) But that thoſe good Things, (and ng 


that one Thing, the Grace or Spirit of God 
that remained 1n that Church, that were rea 
dy to Die, might, . through Watchfulne 


(and Obedience to the Grace appeared) bt 


itrengthened, and ſo they therein, Live, anc 
Proſper to the Glory of God ; For to that e 
the Grace of God that bringeth (obſerve) Sal 


vation, hath appeared to all Men, Titus 2. 114 


For by Grace ye are Saved, through Faith (in it 
and that not of your ſelves, it 3s the gift of God 
Eph. 2.5.8. And init are accepted inthe Be 
loved, chap.1.6. which Gift is perfett,Ja.1.17 
(and ſo not imperfect) And the Apoſtle Pau 
by the Lord was aſſured, it was ſufficient fo 
him, 2Cor. 12.9. And therefore it was bt 
ſeecht, not to rbeeive the Grace of God(obſerye 
in vain, 2 Cor. 6.1. (which was received fro 

Chriſt, who was full of Grace and Truth, Joh 
I. 14, 15, 16.) Nor fall from your Steadfaſtne 
but crow in Grace, &C. 2 Pet. 3.17. 18, $S:% 
ing with Grace m the heart to the Lord, Col. 3 
16. Which places, | deſire may be peruſe! 
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riouſly, and conſidered weightily, and the 
ord clear up your Underſtandings therein, 
nto a right ſenſible Experimental Knowledg 
hereof, unto real Conſolation , and affured 
Satisfaction. 
Though (ſay you) #t can do many things for 
ou, yet it cannot Fuſtifie you before God. 
MW 4r7/. This is quite contrary alſo-to 'your 
zrofeſſed only Rule, read Tis 3. 5. 6,7: 
You cannot (ſay you) make a Garment of it 
"Wo cover your guilt, (Who faith we can? fay 
Nr Plead the Dignity of it (fay you) at 
oas Bar for your Diſcharge, 
Anſ. (So fay IT) except we Anſwer the end 
Wof this Spirit of Grace being given us ; which 
is to be'Led thereby, Titus 2.12. Rom. $. 14.. 
which if we do in faithfulneſs, then Chriſt 
hath promiſed, rhat he will confeſs us before his 


Father which is in Heaven, Mat. 10. 3. 


It is not (ſay you) your Inherent, but 
Chriits Imputed Righteouſneſs, mu#t do that for 
you, though in other reſpetts it be very neceſſary. 
' An. Its very neceſſary that we have the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſh wrought in us 
through our Subjectionto this Grace and Spi- 
rit of God (who worketh in us, both to will, and 
to do, of his own good Pleaſiire, Phil. 2. 13.) 
Otherwife we cannot juſtly expect, that Chriſt 
Righteouſneſs wil'be imputed to us, to our 
Diſcharge, 

Nay remember how excellent ſoever it be (ay 
you) its not che Native orowth and produtt of 

your 
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your Hearts ;, all the Grace. you have, it is Fo. 
_ reign to your Natures, and what you have, 
received, 1 Cor. 4.7. 

Anſ. This being true, therefore herein we 
agree, but then why as before, was Grace and 
the Creature j#mbled or joined ſo together, 
as if it was but one thing. The Grace given 
by God, and received by good Men is ac- 
knowledged not to be of or from our own 
Natures; but of a Divine and never Dying 
Nature; And as none became Sons of God, 
That did not inthe Love of the Truth, receive 
Chriſt, and believe in his Name, in the days 
of his appearing in the Fleſh, Fo. 1. 12. So 
none doth now, bat ſuch as ſo receive him in 
. his Spiritual Appearance, and are Led by the 
ſame, Rom, 8. 

And laftly (fay you ) remember he that is 
moFt Proud, and Conceited of his own Graces, 
will be go to be the owner of leaft Grace, 
and bath moſt cauſe to queFtion whether be hath 
any or 0; It 1s the Nature of Grace to humble, 
abaſe, andempty the Soul, and its the ſtrength 
of our Corruptions, which thus puffs us up with 
vain Conceits, 
 Anſ. Therefore then that we may not be 
ſo puft up, or be Proud or Conceited of our 
own Graces and Vertues (as you ſay) how 
neceſlary is it, to rightly and fully believe in 
this Divine Grace, which God giveth for a 
Guide; and is of his own Holy Nature, to 


humble, abaſe , and empty the Soul, &c; 
which 
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which that I may unto the End ; and you may 
now ſo begin; and we all conſtantly in Obe- 
dience follow the ſame, are the ſincere de- 
ſires of Thy real Friend herein \ 


we 

nd ; 

er, 18th day 34 Month Fohn Elliot. 

en called ay 1692. - | 

IC- 

wn Be not carried about with divers and Ffrange 


ng Dottrins, for it is a good thing, that the Heart 
xd, be eſtabliſhed with Grace,not with Meats, which 
vel have not profited them that have been occupyed 
1)$ therein; Heb. 13-9. But | 

So Receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word y 


in (or the word, that is grafted in you) which is 


he able to ſave your Souls. James 1.21. - 


Now about a Month or Five weeks after, 


if 7- G. comes to me with this following An- 
es, ſer (but firſt called upon the above 7oſeph 
ce, | Howel and his Wife, and reads it to them, 
th juſt before it was delivered tome ; and I then 
le, defired to know whether Ja. F. was the Au- 
th} thor of it (or concerned in it) but he would 
;th not let me know , ſignifying he would not- 
Anſwer thereto, &c. Viz. 


Jur- Loving Neighbour John Elliot, 

OW | have diligently and carefully peruſed thy 
in & Paper, which thou didft intend for an An- 
r a | fwer to, anda confutation of what I ſent 
to unto thee; I cannot in Conſcience but let 
>; | fhee know, that I am. ſo far from embracing 
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thy Sen:iments and Apprehenfions, concern- 
ing the nature of Grace, that Iam at agreat- 
er diſtance from them than before ; and by 
Divine Aſſiſtance am fully fixt in my purpoſe, 
to Live and Dye in my preſent Pertwafion , 
as ta this particular, to wit, I hat whatever 
Grace 1s Inherent 1n any Mortal here below, 
isa meer Creature; yea It 1s and will conti- 
nue in a ſtate of Imperfection, during our Pil- 
grimage in this World; And I will lay be- 
fore thee ſome few Scriptural Conſiderations, 
which are to me Demonlſtrative Proofs of the 
Truth which I Aſſert and Believe. TheLord 
make them uſeful, for giving thee a ſight of 
that groſly Erronious, yea Heretical , and 
Atheiſtical Principle, that Grace in Man, in 
all Men, is not a Creature. 

1. The Angels in Heaven, when- firſt they 
were made by the Great and Glorious 
Jehova, had Grace in PerfeCtion according to 
their Capacities ; ſome of them have perſe- 
vered in tnat Eſtate in which they were Ori- 
ginally placed : Others of them have Irreco- 
verably and Eternally Loſt all the Grace they 
had, 2 Per. 2. 4. Jude 6 verſe. The Angels 
which kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left 
their own Habitation, he hath reſerved in 
Everlaſting Chains, under, Darkneſs, unto the 
Judgment of the great Day. Therefore Grace 
iS a Creature, a meer Creature, and an im- 
perfect Creature, that could not fecure the 
Polleſſors thereof, againſt a Total and Final 
Apoſtaſie. 2, Adam 


# 
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. 2. Adam who was the Firſt Mz2n that God 
made, had ſuch a Perfeftion of Grace, as 
Y MW was ſuitable to bis;Primitive State : -He had 
©, Wmore Grace than any meer Man that hath 
» Wheen from that day unto this, yea more than 
THAI! of them put together; and yet he loſt 
'\ Mall that Grace that he ha, there was not 
- Mthe leaſt grain of it reinaining, after his eat- 
| ing the Forbidden Fruit ; And that eyer to 
* Wbe Lamented grand Fall of his, proved not 
only Fatal to bimfelf, but alſo to the whole 
Race of Mankind ; compare Gez. 1. 26. with 
Eccleſ. 7.29. God made Man upripht, but they 
have fought out many Inventions, "Rom. 5. 12. 
By one man Sin entred into the World, and Death 
by Sin. Rom. 3.10. There is none Righteous, no 
zot one, v.23. All have Sinned, and come ſhort 
of the Glory of God. 

3. If Grace that is in Man be not a Creature, 
hen it 1san Increated Being, and conſequent- 
ly God, for there is no middle Being between 

reated and Increated. There is but one 
Increated Being, the Lord Fehova, the Living 
3nd True God ; T his one Increated Being was 
from Eternity, the ſole ſelf-exiſting Being , 
whoſe Being was from himſelf; and from 
whom, all in Heaven and Earth have their. 
Being, Gen. 1.1. As in the Beginning of 
Time, this Increated Being, gave Exiſtence 
to All in Heaven and Earth, ſo he wpholds all 
bings by the Word of his Power, Heb, 1. 3. Its 
mn bim we Live, Move. and have our Being, 
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ACts 17.23, He 1s the Supteam Governour 
of_the Univerſe: He bumbleth himſelf go behold 
the things that are donein Heaven and in Earth, 
Pſal. 113.6. The Eyes of his Providenge run 
to and fro throughout the Earth, and he ſhews 
bimſelfſtrong in behalf of them, whoſe heart 
15 perfect toward him, 2 Chron. 16. 9. The Heas- 
ven is his Throne, the Earth is his Foot ſfool, 
Iſa. 66.1. Heaven, yea the Heaven of Hea- 
vens, cannot contain him, 1 Kings 8, 27. All 
Vertues, Graces, Excellencies, and Perfetti- 
ons Whicin-are in Creatures, are from him, 
James 1. 1. But his Infinite, Incomprehenſible 
Eſſence, is Incommnnicable to Creatures. The 
higheſt and beſt of Angels and Men, are but 
Creatures, originally near akin to nothing), 
but when advanced to the higheſt degree off 
Dignity and PerfeCtion they are capable of, 
they cannot be Increated Beings, for then 
they would be Gods, which is impoſſible. 
Whatever Grace of Perfection is in Angels 
and Men, 1s from God, and in its kind an ex-M 
cellent Gift of God ; but all ſuch Things are 
only Emanations from the only Infinite Oce- 
an of Goodneſs, God himſelf; but they can- 
not become Increated Beings, for then they 
would be Gods many, which to Aſſert, is plaia 
cown right Blaſphemy , 1 Cor. 8. 5, 6. For 
thouzh there be that are called Gods, whether it 
Heaven or in Earth, as there be Gods many, and 
Lords many ; But to us, there is but one God 
the Father, of whom are all thinzs, and we | 

him; 
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Nt; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are 
oll things, and we by him, rm 

4. It there be not enough in all this, to 
onvince Thee of this grols Error and Blaſ- 
phemy of thine; but thop wilt ſtill Exalt ſome- 
hing within Thee, .unto an Equality with 
od, and that it muſt be Vo Creature, but 
an Increated Being; Call it by what: Name 
hou wilt, The Grace of God within Thee 
ind others, the Light that is in Thee and 
tthers, Chriſt or the Spirit within Thee and 
tthers, I will take leave to make an Addreſs 
o this Great . Nothing within Thee and. 
thers, Thus, O Thou Crace that art in John 
lliot and others, Thou aſſumes and urrogates 
"Mo thy ſelf, the Hononr of being an Increated 
v7 eing, and canſt not bear to be called a Creature, 
'Wouldft thou have me and others to give Credit 
no what thou ſayeFF of thy ſelf, and believe in 
hee, as the Eternal Jehova ? We mate bold to 
nure ſome Proof of thy Divinity; If thou art 
hat thou doſt Vauntingly give out thy ſelf to 
, then thou-art both Omniſcient and Omnipe- 
nt ; thou knoweſt all things, and thou canſt to 
| things ; Reſolve us ſome few Queſtions, which 
thou-doſt, we will Honour Thee more than yet 
e bave done ; if thou cannot,, be adviſed for the 
ture, to debaſe thy ſelf to the Duſt, lay aſide 
yy Luciferian Arrogance ; be content to move in 
e Sphere and Orb of Creatures, yea ever after 
Mis, acknowledg thy ſelf to be a poor. Imperfeth 
Wreature; O Thou who exalts thy ſeif to bean 
B 2 In- 
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Tncreated Being in John Elliot. and others; : 

- thou art in reallity what thuu art a Pretender to, 
Let us know it by this; Tell us if thou cani 
the Names, and the exatt Number of the Stari 
in the Firmament. 2, Tell is the Names of al 
the Men, Women and Children that have been, 
are, and ſhall be on the Earth, 3, Tell ws tht 
moſt Setrer Thoughts of all in the World at. thi 
Inſtant. 4. Doft thou underſtand and can ſpeali 
all Lanzuages in uſe among. all Nations ; let 
kear tnee ſpeak Hebrew, Syriack , Arabick 
Greek, Latin, Dutch, French, Spaniſh, Ita- 
lian. 5. Tell 4 if thou cant the Names, ani 
Virtues, of all Herbs, Vegetables, Mintrall, 
and Preeiouw Stones. 6. Can#t thou work Mi 
racles, fnew us thy Power, in Cauſing the Sun ti 
ſtand ſtill, or go backward, raiſe ſome one of 
other from the Dead. 57. Cans thou unfold al 
the Myſteries of Religion contained in the Sacre 
Scriptures ; and give 9 an infallible Interpretas 
tion of all ſuch difficult Texts as are hard tokt 
under(tocd ;, Bleſs the World ſo as to give then 
an Interpretation of thela$t 10 Chapters of Eze 
chiel ; of Daniel 2. from ver. 31. tothe 46. 
the whsle 7 and 8 Chapters of Daniel ; of Dani 
el 9 chap. v. 25, 26, 27. of the whole 11x Chap 
of Daniel. Of Danicl 12. v. 11, 12. What u 
under(tood by the 1290 days, and 1335 days 
when did they begin, and when i their End 
what are we to underſtand by the 42 Months 
and 1260 days, Rev. 11.2.3. when did they* 
commence, and when is their period, declare tow 
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if thou canft, the'MyStery of the 7 Vyals, Rev. 
16. We are told 2 Pet. 3. 10. that the World 
that now 1s, will be deſtroyed with Fire, as the 
Old World: in Noah's time was deſtroyed with ' 
Water ; The day is a coming, in the which the 
Heavens ſhall paſs away with a oreat Noiſe, 
and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent hear, 
the Earth alſo, and the works that are therein, 
ſhall be burnt up; what Tear, what Month , 
what :day of the Month will this Propheſy have 
its accompliſhment. Jf thou doſe confider the 
Ml way that Elijah rock, to. convince the Priefts and 

8 or ſhippers of Baal, that the God whom they wor- WV | 

Whipped was na God, 1 Kings 18. 23, 24. Thou | | 
Wi no cauſe to be offended with me, for poſing 
Wtiat within thee, with ſuch hard Queſtions, v. 

27. And It came to-paſs at Noon, that Elijah / 
Wmocked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud, for he 

Is a God, either he is talking, or he is purſu- 

Iag, or heis in a Journey, or peradventure he 

lleepeth, and muſt be Awaked. 

I will conclude this Head, with the Recital 
df 1/2. 41.21, 22, 23, 24» Produce your Cauſe 
aith the Lord, bring forth your ſtrong Reaſons, 
ath the King of facoh ; let them bring them 
forth, and ſhew us what ſhall happen, Let them 
'ew the former things what they be, that we 
may conſider them, and know the latter end of 
Perm , or declare us things for to come : ſhew the,” 
hings that are to come Jnafier: that. we may 
W0w that ye are Gods, yea do good, or db Evil, 
hat we maybe diſmayed, and behold it rogerher. 
| B 3 Be- 
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Behold ye are: of nothing 5 : aud. your work of 
zaught, an Abomination is he that chuſeth you 
' "Pfal. 82.6.7. 1 have ſaid ye are-Gogs, and all 
of you are Children of the moſt High, But ye ſhal 
Dye like Men, and fall like one of the Princes, 

If that which is in-Thee, Teaches Thee 
no better in other things than it doth in this, 
as to the nature of Inherent Grace, I may ve- 
ry pertinently and to good purpoſe , 'make 
uſe of the words of Chriſt, 2x. 6. 23. If there. 
fore the Light that i in Thee be Darkneſs, how 
great is that Darkneſs. 

Jonathan Green. 


Now Iupon conſideration of the Style, &c, 
of this Anſwer, concluding it to be above 7G. 
' Attainment, and to be the work of Fa: F. 
himſelf, thereupon went to- a Neighbour 
Friend, and defired him to go with me to 
7.F. and when come to Speech with him, 1 
told him, that three days before I received 
ſome Lines Signed by F. G. the laſt two 
days my occaſions call'd me forth of Town, 
but now belng at leiſure, have thought good 
to come to him, deſiring of him to be ſo 
Plain, as to let me know whether he was 
not the Author of them. To which he re- 
fuſed\to.give me a plain Anſwer ; but own- 
ed the matter contained therein ; and fur- 
thermore declared, that ſhew it to all- your 
Friends ( or to whom I would). he would 
ſtand by.it, &c. So then this enſuing. Re- 

, mY joinder 
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joinder I ſhortly after drew up , and ſent 


James Forbes , | 
As I was in my ſelf ſatufyed, that the former 
Lines, or at leaſt Book, out of which they were 
Tranſcribed, was delsvered to me (if not by thy 
Direition ) with thy Approbation, (as being one 
in Belief therewith.) though thy Name was not 
thereto ;, ſo was I likewiſe with. reſpett to theſe 
laſt Lines, - that thou thy ſelf was the Author 
of them; though fill lay hidden, and not fair- 
ly appearing , ſigning thereof , (as was deſired 
that thou wouldſt , if an Anfwer was returned 
ro my Lines, and thou concerned therein) but, 
the ſame _ Sioned as if only written by ].G. 
who, its probable, according to the Ot Proverb, 
too Fane Pins his Faith upon thy Sleeve ; and 
was not I ſuppoſe firſt (if ſmce) truly fo concern- 
ed in Conſcience (as its written) to Certifie me, 
that he was at a oreater diftance than before , 


from my Sentiments and Apprehenſions concern= 


ing the Nature of Grace; but he as 4 poor Sheep 
led and governed by thee his Shephard (if net 
Oracle) in doing what thou thought needful, or 
moſs convenient ;, and ſo ſuppoſing I ſay the Caſe 
to be, therefore have [ judged it most proper, to 
leave him, that ſo moves by, or under T bee (that 
art I queſtion not, the principal perſon concerned 
therein, though upon applying to thee, for an ac- 
knowledgment thereof,, thou wouldſt not freely or 
plainly in Honefty confeſs thereto, (as became 
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thee) but endeavoured to wave it, and widifca. 
ver thy ſelf, though afterward in Diſcourſe, ſuf- 
* fictent was ſpoken, to ſatisfie that thou waſt 
what, ( as aforeſaid) was believed of thee) 'and 
particularly to write to thy ſelf, to vinaicate my 
former, and Anſwer thy late Lines. 

Now then, whereas in your firſt Paper, « 
was written ( as aſſerted long ſince by thy De- 
ceaſed Brother Preacher ;, and concurr?d with 
now by you) That Saving Grace was a Crea- 
ture, &C. And ſome Scriptures were cited to 
prove it, I upon Conſideration on the point, and 
examination of the Scriptures proauced , not 
being Convinced: (according as the laſt words in 
that Paper thought (as *tis expreſt) ſuitable to 
do ) that the ſaid Principle was conſonant to 
* Chriſtianity, (but rather grofly Blaſphemous ( 
nor the ſaid Scriptures cited, pertinent to prove 
;t, (but rather groſly. wreſied therein) therefore 
aid draw up them lines, to manifeſt (in ſome 
meaſure) the ſame ; wherein I believed accord- 
ng to that little Underſtanding and Experience 
God hath been pleaſed to give me, I had ſuffici- 
ently done it : proving the contrary plainly, by 
divers expreſs pertinent Texts, ( without far 
fetcht Conſequences ) and by thy reply thereto, 
am not in the leaſt yet otherwiſe minded; but 
locks upon it, that thy own-Ignorance, yea, I be- 
wg Errour, Hereſie, Atheiſm, and Blaſ- 
phemy therein ,, in relation thereto, ts greatly 
manifeſted, inſtead of the ſame (contrariwiſe) 
upon me in thy leaſt proved ; Thy Lines in ſub- 

ſtance 
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ſtance, being in my account ſo very weak((though 
in thy own, I find very weighty) that I look, up- 
on them, to be but little if an Anſwer to ' mine, 
(much leſs { full a one, as might have been (ex- 
petked from one: of thy Age, Parts, and Profeſ- 
ſion, if thou wast in the right, and I in the 
wrong) They not ſo much as particularly touch- 
ins upon, much leſs not making appear, that I 
was clearly out, with reſpet} to my ſenſe, and 
plain pertinent Scripture places, produced to 
prove, what I hold to be 4 certain glorioig Truth 
(even the Life of Truth) and thy own to be 2 
groſs Errour, &c. Viz. That the Holy, Ever- 
bleſſed, Divine, Saving Grace of God in Men, 
is not a meer Creature. Faves | | 

But to prove that it ts, Thou Writeſt "A 
( for ſo I believe (and thou haſt not denyed it) 
which if it be otherwiſe, if thou write a Reply 
hereto, be pleaſed then to ſyznifie it) that thou 
wilt lay before me, ſome few Scriptural Conſi- 
derations, which are to thee, (and not to ]. G.) 
aemonF#trative proofs of the Truth which thou 
ao Aſſert and Believe. 

The firſt Conſideration ( and the ſecond 
1s near alike) is from 2 Pet.2.4. and Jude v.s. 
The Angels which kept not their fir eſtate, 
but left their own babitation, he hath reſerved 
in everlaſting coains under darkneſs, unto the 
Judement of the great day. Therefore (ſayelt 
thou) Grace is a Creature , a meer Creature, 
and an imperfect Creature, that could: not 
ſecure the poſſeſſors thereof ; againſt a toral 
and final Apoltacy. Now. 
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Now this Concluſion from the ſaid Texts, 
-is, .to:me, as wild and foreign, as the three 
, Verſes that were laid down in the former 
Paper, ont of the Book; were there, to prove 
the ſame; and both. deemed not ar all per- 
tinent to' the purpoſe , (which as to the for- 
mer three Verſes'I demonſtrated , and the 
ſame ſtill ſtands over thee, nor being in thy 
Anſwer Oppoſed ,. much lefs Confuted ) For 
if it be Ircationalto'conclude, that a Maſter 
is unable to teach his Scholars what he knows, 
becauſe -they obſtinately refuſe, or not re- 
_ gard to. be taught by'him : - But in their ſelf- 
wills , chooſe rather wickedly, { or in ſome 
reſpe& otherwiſe) to be exerciſed, and con- 
. cerned; ſo is it likewiſe as unreaſonable, 
( not to ſay mnch more) that Saving Divine 
Grace in Men, could not ſufficiently Inſtruft, 
or was incapable. to - ſecure the poſſeſſors 
thereof , againſt ( or from) a total and 
final Apoſtaſie. The Cauſe being. ( as not in 
the Maſters diſability, ſo) not in the Grace 
its inſufficiency, to have taught ,, and ſecured 
(or preſerved) them in their firſt Eltate , (or 
State they were fir{t placed in) bat as it's 
plain from the ſaid Verſes, through their 
Sinning;z or not keeping their Habitatien, 
but leaving it , in hearkening - to, and 
followjng of Sathan, the Enemy of the 
Souls ſalvation '( who ''tnwardly alſo , endez- 
vours. to draw from God,, or from Grace, 
which is his inward Spiritnal Appearance) 
and turning the Grace of God into Laſcivi- 

oulneſs, 
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ouſneſs, { or from the Grace of God ikts 
Wantonneſs) which ſome areſaid in the yery: 
ſame Epiſtle. of Jude, .verl. 4: to have'done; 
( as innumerable others at this day doYwhere- 
as,” if they had ( on the contrary) kept their 
Habitation they at firſt were placed in, 
through their keeping in obaliived to- the 
Grace that | had appeared t6 them;," ( and 
was in them ) 'according to 17tus2. 1; Fhey 
undoubtedly , with the: ſame. Apoſtle Paul 
would then have witneſſed , os: the ſaid 
Grace would have been ſufhcient for them, 
as he did that ic was for him, 2 Cor, 12.9. 
Therefore Man's Apolſtaſie, and Deſtruction 
is of himſelf , through rebellimg wy the 
Light, or diſobedience tothe Grace Hof. 13,. 
9, Fob 24. 13; * And not in God, ( or defett 
in his Grace ). who will (or would) have alt: 
Men to be ſaved, and to come unto the know- 
ledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4s 

The Third Conſideration 1s, If Gries that 
is in man be not a Creature, then it is an Th- 
created Being ,, and confequently God, &c.- And 
ſo, ſo many Perſons that have it ,. even f» 
many God: ,, which. to Aﬀſert ( ( ſaith he ) is 
plain down- Yeobt Blaſphemy , - and to- prove it, 
cites 1 Cor. 8.5, 6. (For though there be 
that are called: Gods, whether in Heaven or 
in-Earth ,' as there bz Gods many, and Lords; 
many \&c)- Which neither is not , = T fee, 
args. 43 tothe Caſe } except: thou canſt prove, 
this pure Gracs'of Gol, I to, he ws | 
1ao 
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Idol, 'or wholly--asſtin& or altogether ſeparate 
from God ( which having nor yet. done ; thou 
mayefF try what thou cant do, to do it better 
in thy next , if thou-write again) Therefore 
itt the interim, I ref in my Belief ; That the 
ſaid Grace is not an Idol , nor a Creature ; but 
Increated , being of ,, and from God, the great 
Creator : anda of his Divine Saving Nature, 
Epheſ. 2.5-8. . Tit. 2, 11. But yet , net the 
only entire God , -Eternal fehova ,. or whole, In- 
fimite , Incomprebenſible Eſſence, ( for if ſo, 
then indeed there would be Gods many) But as 
he is the high and lofry One, that inhgbi- 
teth Eternity , he alſo dwelleth with him 
that is of a contrite and humble Spirit. 
Yon $7-15- Know ye not that ye are the 
emple of God), and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you, 1 Cor. 16. 17. and 6. 19. 
and 2 Cor. 6. 16. and John 14.20, You in 
me, and I in you. I in them, and thou in 
me, John 17.23. ' And that ( obſerve) by 
the Spirit of Grace, ( as worded) Zech. 12. 
10, Heb. 10. 29. Or ( which 1s one and 
the ſame) the Comforter , even the Spirit 
of Truth, John 14. 16, 17. Therefore God 
is a Spirit, John 4.24. 2 Cor. 3. 17. And as 
he gave not his Spirit to his Son Curiſt Jeſys 
by meſure, John 3. 34. But he was full of 
Grace and Truth, Fehn 1 14. And of his 
Fulneſs have all we received, ver. 16. Col. 1, 
19... For the manifeſtation of the Spirit is 
given to. every Man to profit withall, 1 Car. 
\ | 12. 
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12.7. . And it: ſhall come'to: paſs in the laſt 
days ( faith God, Foel 2, 28. ) &- will pour opt 
of my Spirit upon all Fleſh, As 2. 17... Agd 
this is known in the Hearts of the: Sons of 
God, Gal. 4,6. And if any man have.not 
the Spirit of. Chriſt, (in Belief and-Unity 
with 1t ) he. 1s none of his, Rom. 8. 9. -Byr 
a Reprobate- (it*s ſaid) -2. Cor. 13. 5- If he 
hath finned our the day of .his Viſitation. 
Till then , this meaſure of "the Holy Spirit 
. poured forth ; .or given to profit with, doth 
reprove ( or- convince) the: World of .Sin, 
John 16. 18. And: to-InſtruCct the Rebellious, 
Neh.g.20. Winch Reproofs of Inſtruftion (the 
Wiſe Man ſaid) are the way of Life, Prov.6.23. 
B<5< Now by theſe Scriptures ( not to men- 
tion many.more that might be enumerated , that 
are of the ſame tendency ) it 15 very apparent, 
that though this Meaſure , be not the Fulneſs : 
or the whole entire Eſſence; yet it 4s of God, in 
a meaſure of his own Spirit ( which is not di- 
ſtint therefrom, but is one with it , 1 Jo. 57. 
And therein Communicable to men) and ſonot 
a Creature ,. but Increattd , proceeding -from 
Ged, the Infizite Ocean of Goodneſs ( that can 
never be drawn dry) And ſuch an Emanation 
I own it tobe, as flowing or iſſuing. therefrom : 
and fo conſequently is the ſame in quality : 
As the Stream of a River from the Spring-bead, 
or Fountain , is in quality with the River or 
Fountain from whence if proceeds: And as the” 
outward Sun gives Light , or ſhines upon"alt 
| Perſons 


- Effence ; ſo much more doth the Son of Righte- 


. their Advaritage; and yet is God's Being in 


and the ſame Nature alſo viz. Divine INa- 
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Pe#ſotrs to their Benefit, and yet remains 17 bis 


otſneſs, inwardly by his Spirit } ſhine im the 
Hearts ( in ſome degree) of all Perſons fo 


Heaven , yet at only Circumſcribed there, for 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain. him, 
1 Kings 8. 27. And as the firſt of theſe Com: 
pariſons art- im both reſpefts natural , or of cu 
and the ſame natwre, So 18 the latter , of one 


rare; and ſo Divinely Spiritual ;_ the leaFt bt- 
ins ſoin its Degree, as well as the,greate#t : As 
the Water ( as aboveſaid) 1s one with the Foun- 
rarn it flows from. aha 

And as Mam believes in, and obeys , this 
Spiritual Appearance of God within, he thereby 
becomes truly Spiritaal ( and cannot without it 
beſo) ſo if he dp, yet init's higheſt advance in 
Dipnity, ( as its owned, that all Perfettions, 
Excellencies, Gifts, Graces, or Virtues, as 
Faith, Hope, Charity, &c. rhat are the Effetts, 
or Produth of the Spirit of God, or of Gract, 
are not Increated: Beings : So 1s ut likeniſe ac- 
knowledged , that the be Mortal Man n be- 
ing) is but « Creature; and therefore it was 
very ſuperfiuons, and ſhallow to mention ( as 
if it was otherwiſe believed by me) that Angel: 
vr Men, could not be created Beings: But 
then it doth riot follow, that the aforeſaid Di- 
vine Grace, 1s a Creature : or Cannot be an 
Increated Being ; That being a different he. 

ang 


D 


(29) 
nd of another Nature, viz, Devine : The whi 

ing. in this , and my former. Paper proved 
hourh not: ( as rhou wrongs me:) exalted to be 
Equal ( in Degree ) with God ( as wit thy Fourth 


fy onſideration) And alſo, not being yet ever the 
for , wre convinced by thy limes , of groſs. Exrour, X 
on Haſphemy , 1n holding that the aforeſaid Grace 
» Wp* 9 4 Creature but believing that thoſe thas 


are really Spiritual ( that through a Belizf in 
it , and Love to it, have known the precious 
irtue that 'is in it ) will readily concurr with 
me , that rather it is really on thy part ; Or 
thou art the Perſon that ought 1 be charged 
herewith ; as guilty thereof, Therefore:tbeſe 


mouſly ( and Diſdainfully | calling this Grace, 
Great Nothing n me , and others, ( and yer- 
bally in our late Diſcourſe together , ſaying, 
That what was in wicked Men, or any Heathens, 
was nothing elſe but what was of the Devil ) 
And alſo,, by the Paper, If I miſtake thee not, 


2 Thoa art in thy ſelf of that mind (in fome. 
4 meaſure ) concerning us ( and fo ſecretly ſmiting 
4) 4s the Prophet Elijah was to them 1 
| * Kings 18. 23, 24. mentioned by thee, and ſo 


As conſequently I'take it , thertin -comparing us to 
the Frieits and Worſhippers of Baal : And this 


T; God, as if this was our Idol,as that was theirs ; 
4 and ſo xs if the Caſe were alike , 4s the Prophet 
WW #fily mocked them: Thou wentures thus ( fa 


things conſidered ( with thy Nature , and Spgrit 
hou art in; and ated by , in further Blaſphe< 


Grace and Spirit of Godin us, to Baal their 


far) 


——— —— ——— 
mm mome we 


- exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribesand' 


(30) 
far) to deride us; thereby ſhewirig.thy ſelf not 


- #0 have right Sentiments of., nor truly ( as thox 


onghts «to be led by the Spirit of Grace; but 
following thy own Spirit, &C. in thy own Will; 
ſomewhat ( if 1 may ſo ſpeakit without offence) 
like thy Predeceſſors, the Phariſees of old, who 
as they were ſtri& about outward things , ſo art 
thou: And as they would nat -recerve Chrift; 
or believe in bis Name, when come-in the Fleſh, 
ſo wilt not thee ( with others) ndw receive as 
thot ought , or believe in his Spiritual Appear- 
ance : Therefore would have thee conſider,, Whe-' 
ther that which ChriF#t declared to them then, 
may not be now ſpoken to thee : For | ſay unto: 
yon, - that. except your Righteouſneſs ſhall 


Phariſees, ye ſhall.in no caſe enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven , Marth. 5.20. And if 
thou doFt conſider what is before noted ; and 
bow I take ( or underſtand ) thee, ( and that 
I reaſon not without good ground ) tauching the: 
Reflettion on us, and unequally and ungodlily 
Comparing of Baal to God's Grace, as Idols 
equal ,, and buth tobe alike derided + Thou hat 
not ſufficient or juSt cauſe I judge, to be offend- 
ed with me, for thus expreſſing my-ſelf to thee ) 
T ſay , all things aforeſaid together conſiderea, 
1 may not herein, anſwer either of thy Interro- 
gatories, ( which are Myſteries , and not of ne- 
ceſſity to Salvation to be known) but replyes, 
that it will be more reaſonably required : And 
that i. will be time enough to do, what Freedom 

| T 


(31) 
is they to do therein ,' when thou ha## plainly 
proved that the Sgving Divine +Grace of God, 
il 55.4 meer 4mperfett Creature; which 1 am ſa- 
i £::fc4,. 45 then haft not yet, ſo thou never canſt ; 
If thou thinks otherwiſe > { and will not forbear 
WW pricing) then as 27s expreſt, Produce your Cauſe, 
Mfaich. the Lord.:, Bring forth your ſtrong 
KEReaſons, faith the King of Jacob, 7ſ/a- 41. 21. . 
For theſe brought by you already , Ile aſſure 
thee., to. me appears to. be ſo weak, that 1 won- 
der at thy-Ignorance in accounting them ſtrong. 

That God who is Light , and dwells in the 
Light, wonld be pleaſed to convince thee of thy | 
Darkneſs :, and cauſe-through thy right Belief im 
his Light, and following of it, that thou may be- 
come a Child of the Light, Jo. 12.35. ( And 
o a better Obeyer of his Saving Univerſal 
Grace) 4s ſincerely , fervently on thy behalf 
ſired by me : who more properly ( I believe ) 
ray very pertinently, and to good purpoſe ( not- 
pithſt ending thy Learning ,, and long Teaching 
ouching the nature of Inherent Saving Grace ) 
ake uſe of the words of Chriit apain#t thee, that 
a the Paper is againit me; and more reaſon for it 


4- {Wcing thou doft not rightly believe in the Light, 
-) pas. ſo mu#t needs be in Darkneſs, though ac- 
”y 0 thy. ſelf Light in the Lord) but hs ghly 


lifies it, and Blaſphemes again#t it, Mat. 6. 
23, If therefore the Light that is in thee be 
Jarkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs. 


oth 4th Month, | John Elliot. 
1692, WG 1 The 
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(3) 
"The very Life of Chriſt, the Word; which 
God, is the Light of Men 5 
yea ſhining in Darkneſs uncomprehended; 
( viz. Chriſt) who is the true Light, illuminas 
ting every Man that cometh ins the World: 
Compare Fobr 1. and 1.4: 5. 9.Verſes. 
Reloved, when ] gave. all dils gence 19 wrieg | 
to you of the common Salvation , it was netdfy 
for me to write unto you , and exbort , that 
ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith”, which 
was once delivered ro the Saints, Jude'3. © 
Oweſt-1.If theSpirit of God(as thou vet 
ly owned) is not a Creature; andſome of the 
ſame Spirit be in thee (as thou confeſt ?) then 
how is the fame conſiſtent with thar: Principle 
of thine , That there is hothing in IT That 


weſt. 2. Since thou acknowled; es, that 
thou haft ſome of the Spirit of God in thee, 
how wilt thou prove plainly, according to 
thy Notion therein, that the ſaid 'Spirit 
comes to change. or be altered in its ſelf, by 
v_ in-thee ? 
. 3. Since thou rightly faith, That 
God 4 -an Increated Being , and ſceidp the 
Scripture ſaith , That Gf by bis. Spirit i 1s if 
Men ; whether conſequently it be not very 
plain , that ſomething there þe is Men that 
1s-Ificreated f 
Now I ordered my Servant to calf ypon 


F. Green, and let him know, that an Anſwer 
Ry 


- (3) 


ch' tothe laſt Paper I had writ , and-wis gbing - 
_ to be delivered to 7.P. and that I would have 


paſſing by -my Houſe, I therefore told him 
of my laſt Anſwer , and F defired him tocall 
upon'F.G, and they gotogether to F. F: and 
4: hear it ; who thereupon ſpake, as that he 
ich 725 fatisfied, it was not what might properly 
. WbecalPd an Anſiwer ; their Paper being unan- 
ſwerable, &c, So ſince upon Speaking to'my 
Mother, &sc. ( and her to my Uncle her Bro- 
ther) and not underſtanding from: her, or 


pecting ,” Chaving deſired) to be ſatisfied 
inly; after long time, was told in ſab- 
ance, as that:my Paper was look*d upon, 
not. to be worth taking notice of; but being 
ſtill defirons in- my ſelf, to know certainly 
how it was with him, did therefore think 
good, he having two Books of mine, and I 
one of his, ( afcer he fent to me for his Book ) 
ny to ſend to him ( which was about the 20rþ-of 
h the precedent Month ( March ) thelc Lines, 
| Vit. | La 


Ames Forbes , 1 have now here returned thy 

On J Book, (writ not from the tender Spiritof the 
cl Lamb, or in that Love that eryieth not ; as 
- DR >" by 


him to go then with my Servant,” and do hear 
it ;. who then not being at home.--——And 
Daniel Bryan the next day. (if I miſtake not ). 


any other Perſon, whether or not, f. F. was 
ſtill like minded herein : and ſomewhat ex- 


i 
p 


'" T0 it proved) aud deſire thee by the Bearer 1 


| (34) 
by the ſame'it doth appear," and is by the | Anſwer 


ſend. Back: my,two ;, and a Line to ſatisfie mt 
whether thou -art yer otherwiſe minded; or ſt 
fully fixt in the Perſwaſion, that whatevai 
Grace 8s in any Mortal here below, is a meer 
and an imperfeth Creature. Thy Friend 

John Elliot: 


To this he: replied by word of mouth to 
my Servant., that there was no. need of wris 
ting, and that he was ſtill the ſame Man: ( or 
of the ſame mind) for all my 'Books , which 
he then returned me. In 


Relations and Friends, + 0 

This I have faithfully tranſcribed to the 
beſt of my knowledge, what on either hand 
was Written, not altering any part of-IF. F. 
his Lines; although that place where the 
Grace, Light, &c. is calPd Great Nothin 
be incredible ( to thoſe his Hearers, that ſo 
ſpake tome ) that eyer he ſhould ſo write ) 
As alſo, ( though it's true, have for Brevity 
left out much of what was mention*dJhave not 
that I remember given neither any thing of 
a falſe Relation of what was ſpoken) and now 
being heartily ſorry , that ſo fundamental a 
Principle, viz. Chriſt within, by his Light, 
Life, Power, Spirit or Saving Grace ( which 
are One; and inſeparable from him the d- 
NE1S 


(35) 


neſs) ſhould be ſo by your Teacher rejected, - 
diſdained, ſcoffed, contemned and vilified, 
accounted an Idol , and called Great Nothing, 


yo inſtead of truly Believing , highly ERIE 
_ Wand faithfully/following of it; as is by the holy 


Scriptures, Recommended , and Required; 
and is our indiſpenlible Duty to be found in, 
as we tender God's Glory , and our everlaſt- 
ing Felicity. -And being I wiſh well to the 

Souls of you ,' earneſtly defiring that you 
may: have right Sentiments , and greater Ex- 
perience of this Divine Gift of God's Grace 
manif:ſt within; and not to have Unity with 
ſuchja pernitious Principle of his, nor hearken 
to ſuch falſe Doctrine that is held forth there- 
from: Therefore in a fervent Zeal for the - 
Lord's pretious Truth , with deſire for the 


fication, which is the End of my thus ap- 
C 3 pearing 


- Exaltation of it amongſt you , through your 
x. Þ*lief in it, Love and Obedience to it; I have 
he 29 upon further Conſideration , freedom to 

- 1 24d ſomething more in relation to the pre- - 
P cedent Matter ; and the ſame together , ſhall 
) leave to your tender Conſideration , for the 
y Witneſs of God in you, to anſwer to the 
of £futh thereof; Which that it may , be plea- 
of ſed in Meekneſs,; and without Offence, Pre- 
on | Judice, or Diſaffeftionto me, ( as a mean In- 
a {frument ) ro peruſe theſe Lines, and well 
tf <1gh the Matter therein contained , that ſo 
h i 2£ may in ſome meaſure redound to your Edi- 
- 


__ 


3 
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36) 
aring , with the clearing of my 'own-Con- 
cience: For truly , for ſome>time, 1 have 


' 'been concerned 1n Spirit, conſidering the 


Caſe in ſeveral Reſpects, but by reaſon of 
divers Obftriftions , and ſome Conſultations 
in my felf, of my own meanneſs as to: this 
weighty Undertaking, &c. ( for truly, what- 
ever Thought any one -may.let in againſt 
me, I may (without boaſting) ſpeak, that this 
proceeds not from a haughty ſpirit, or in 
prejudice to any one', bnt in love to aff of 

you , ( and to whom elſe it may come) I. ſay 
through ſome hindrances) I have been de+ 
terr'd from beginning thus to. write, till 
lately , ſol have not been over-haſty, or ve 


| forward herein z but on the other hand, 


could not contentediy let it paſs over, or bt 
ſo at a period ; ſince the Caſe is of ſo great 
and important concern, as the glorious I ruth 
(that ſhall have the victory) and holy mani- 
feſtation of the bleſſed Spirit of Grace with- 
in, is ſo in Writing notoriouſly denyed, and 
blaſphemouſly exclain''d againſt; and you my 
near Relations and Friends dwelling under 
his Miniſtry that ſo doth ; and highly eſteem+ 
ing , or magnifying of him, who ſtill conti- 
nues in the fame mind ; which, if he now had 
been otherwiſe , might have prevented theſe 
thus being publick. Therefore in the Name 
and Fear of Gced, in good earneſt, I defire 
you, very ſeriouſly conſider it : And be you 
| a 


C 


GG 

all- (for ſfome-vf you are I underſtand in your 
ſelves already ) » fatisfed , that this Divine. 
Principle above Treated of (held by the 
People |.called Quakers) is no Creature; 


much leſs Greaz' Nothing., as it's by -him - 


contemptuouſly 1n-Blaſphemy , and Self. con- 
tradiction ſpecified; - [_ for before he faith, 
Grace, { by which ] take him to.mean Saving 
Grace, -for that's our Subject, J] as by the 
firſt words of che firſt Paper appears ; and. in 
his: Writing he makes no Exception to the 
contrary ) 4s an excellent Gifg of God; and 
2n Emanation from the only Infinite Ocean 
of Goodneſs, Gad.himſelf; and in confuſion 
before. callPd it a-Creature ( for -how can it 
be Nothing: then @ Creature, and another 
time an Excellent-Gifr) Now this-excellent- 
Gift. it is, that we plead for, and preſs the 
necefity of Obedience to ,. in order to 0btain 
Peace with God ; and Life Eternal , through 
Regeneration , and born again thereof; for 
to that End is appointed , and given of the 
Father: And truly bleſſed are they that do 
delight to hearken to, and he governed by 
it, for ſuch it. is, that knows of the divine 
efficacious virtue that is init}, to their Souls 
ſenſible comfort ;, and certain fatisfaRion. 
And thongh it may..not be; ſo much and 
Clearly known as it ought; yet 1 doubt not, 
but many of you do experience true comfort. 
(in ſome meaſure;) in that 1 believe you arc 

C 4 _ well- 


—_ 
| (38) 
well-meaning in-your way : ' Becauſe thoſe 
perſons that walk according' to a good Con- 
' Tcience, or (rather) an{wers (in ſome degree) 
the Light of Chrilt , or Grace of God there- 
in; peace and comfurt doth attend them 16 
far , in their ſo'doing. - According as It is 
written, Atts 10. 35. In every Nation be that 
Feareth God and worketh Righteouſneſs, 15 ac« 
cepted with him. But we are to grow in Grace, 
&c. And fo he tirat js faithful in a lirtle, ſhall 
be made Ruler over more. For faith the 
Lord by his Prophet, Then (hall we know the 
Lord if we follow on to know bim, &c. Hoſea 6. 
'3, But faith Chriſt, Afar. 11. 27. No' man 
knoweth the Son, but the Father, neither knoweth 
p: Man the Father, ſave the Son, ana he to 
* whomſoever the Son will Reveal him; And where 
muſt that be ? in the' Heart. And how ? by 
the Spirit: For as no Man can fay (rightly) 
that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 
1 Cor. 12. 3.,.S0 thereby truly can the Sons of 
God cry Abba Father, Gal. 4. 6. Becauſe ye 
are Sons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into your Hearts, &c. So this Holy 
Spirit of Grace in the Heart, is the way to 
the certain Divine Knowledg of God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt.our Lord, whom to know 1s Lite 
Eternal, Jo. 17. 3- And as the Wiſe and 
Learned outwardly, that were not in Unity 
with; but. erring from (through Unbelief 
and Diſobedience to) the Light of this Spirit 
in 
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-. Pe: 
in them, did not know Chriſt when vpon the 
arth, bur deſpifed him, &e. . So ſuch ascer- 
ainly do not now- rightly know him, as they 
oug.at, (though in a common Overly "way 
they may, own the Spirit) yet deny this his 
Holy Internal Gift (or his Light and Grace, 
which is One thing, © though -variouſly de- 
nominated.) And it 1s this very Spiritual 


Mmanifeſtation within, that I (' with my 


riends) thus contend for. And it is the 
ery ſame thing, that F. F. calls Great No- 
thing , for ſaith he to me, call it by whar 
Name thou wilt ; the Grace of God within 
T hee and others, the Light ---- Chrift, or the 
Spirit within Thee and others ; I will take 
eave to make an Addreſs to this'Great No- - 
thing within Thee and others thus, O thou 
race, &c. Ogroſsly Abominable; I deſire 
he Lord to forgive him, for this his Great 
Impiety, and give him true Sentiments, and 
lear Apprehenſions of, and a Heatt rightly 
hxt, more-to Love, and faithfully follow Sa- 
ing Grace within; And not ſo to Scoff,, & c- 
at it, or to be ſtil ſo weak, as to think him- 
ſelf Wiſe ; and that he hit the Mark (andfo 
is Piece made nnanſ{werable) in his ſo Ad- 
ireſſing himſelf to it, or poſing of it, inor- 
der to demonſtrate irs ſelf to be an Increated 
Being, and no Creature, as to Anſwer di- 
vers hard Queſtions, and ſhew ſuch convin- 
cing outward Signs, as to work ſtrange. Mi- 
6 racles 


(46) 


racles,..unfold all the Myſteries 10n-Religion; 


contained-in the Holy Scripture, or give an 
- -Infallible Interpretation of all ſuch difficolt 
Texts, -as are hard to be underſtood, as the 
laſt Ten Chapters of Ezekzel, &c, All which, 


altho? it be well known is God, Chriſt, and q 


the Gracious Spirit of Grace, For the Spirit 
 ſearcheth all things, yea the deep things of God, 
1 Cor. 2. 10.) or the Holy One, from whon 
this Saving Grace, or Spiritual Light, comes, 
(or 1s one with, and in Nature of as alſo 
the Holy Scriptures proceedeg ; and. by 
whoſe power (v:z.Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1. 4.) were 
the, Sun, Moon, and Stars, andall things elſe 
made,. Jobn-1. 3. And. to whom,'no Sign to 
ſhew, or Miracle to Work is impoſlible ; yet 
* he 1s not to be commanded by 7. Forbes or 
any other, whatever at ſometimes was done 
of old, in that outward, miraculous 'and 
Sign ſhewing manner, or method, ſo to ap- 
pear, nor is it (I ſay) of neceſſity for us, the 
ſame to ſee, or underſtand, with reſpect to 
our Salvation; And by the Scriptures are we 
Inſtruted, ( and which ſhould. ſatisfie ſuch 
that own it to be their only Rule) Tar ſc- 
cret Things belong unto the Lord our God, but 
thoſe things that are revealed belong to us, Deut. 
29-29. As alſo its abſolutely needful for us 
to know (according to the Antient Prophe 
cies: and the after Bleſſed Experience there- 
of by the Primitive Chriſtians) Chriſts Kage 

om 
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0; Wom. come y\ and that to _be- within us one 
an Wording to. Luke 17. 21.) as. well ay he for- 


Wnerly came without us; And the the Prince 
heWof Peace, and King of Eternal Glory, to Rule 
mich his Scepter- of Righteouſneſs thereia ; 
and thereby we be his SubjeRs really.- -... -, 
And now how thoſe his Queſtions; and de- - 


mands , ' may þe retorted -upon himſelf; or 
n Mrhey (to ſhew his Wiſdom, -or rather weak- 


neſs ) may be juſtly upon the ſame ground 
eturned back ;- be pleaſed to. obſerve, That 
his Saving Grace hitherto ſpoken of, and 
reElwhich He allows me to call, Light, Chriſt; 
Mor Spirit, and which the-Scriptures ſo much 
Wmakes mention of {( as above, and further- 
more hereafter may be added to.) meant by 
me is Chriſt in-bis. Spiritual Appearance , 
(which in Holy Scripture is ſo variouſly-de- 
nominated , and often- repeated, ) and: he 
himſelf declaring, and owning, that he hath 
in him ſome meaſure thereof; Therefore 
its very evident that what he: ſpeaks of, 
and I Plead for, is one- and the. ſelf ſame 
Thingz And the ſame in contradiction to 
himſelf, 1s acknowledged by him to be no 
Creature :; + | 
Again : It is here obſervable; how direct- 
ly like he is to the Jews, Matth. 12.'38. - 
which were with Chriſt, and did not believe 
in him, as then outwardly come ; as he doth 
5M not (as by his Writing appears) rightly now 
M Rn 
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(42) 
ia this his inward-and ſpiritual Appearance: 
For they, thongh ſtrift Profeſſors ,- and whoW; 


_ did (as Chriſt himſelf elſewhere ſaid ) make 


clean the ontſide of the cup and platrer , and 
outwerdly appeared rightcous. unto -men 
eMatth. 23. 25,28, yet notwithſtanding, not 
rightly knowing Chriſt ; he in another place 
ſaid plainly to them, Ye have neither beard 

hi woice at "any time , nor ſeen bis ſhape ll 
( ſpeaking of 'the-Father ) Joh. 5. 37. yet 

theſe profeſſing Jews required a Sign of 
Chriſt. Like this my ſtrict Oppoſite , ( but 
in whatever he be truly Chriſtian-like, | 
would not wilfully condemn, or cenſure 
him, &c. ) who now requires the like. of 
ChriſPs Grace in me: But as Chriſt anſwe- 


| Ted, andfaid to them ; An evil and adulte« 


rows generation ſeeketh after a fig , and there 
ſhall no ſign be given to it , but the ſign of 
the Prophet Jonas, Math. 12. 39. So fay [ 
now here, in the words of the Apoſtle Paul, 
in 1 Cor, 1.22, 234 24. For the Jews ( the 
ſtrict Profeſſors ) require a Sign; and the 
Greeks ( the worldly-wiſe ) ſeek after Wiſ- 
dom : But we preach Chriſt crucified, unto the 
Fews a ſtumbling-block, and unto the Greeks 
fooliſhneſs; But unto them which are called, 
both Fews and Greeks, Chrift the power of 
God, and the wiſdom of God. And as the ſame 
Apoſtle hath it elſewhere, viz. Col. 1. 26, 


27,28. Even the Myſtery, which hath wy 
i3 


(43) | 
id from Ages and Generations ,- but now 
is made manifeſt to his Saints. . To. whom 
God would, make known ,. what is the Riches 
of the Glory of this Myſtery among the Gen- 


n ;Mriles: Which is Chriſt. in you , the Hope 


of Glory ; whom we Preach , warning every 
Man (mark) and teaching every man in all 
Wiſdom , .that we may preſent.every. man 
zerfect in Chriſt Jeſus. *So this is our Gof- 
jel , as it was the Apoſtles ; and it's-faid, 


of Myer. 23. was Preached to (or rather in) every 


reature which. is under Heaven, and is the 
zower 'of God, unto Salvation , Rom. 1, 16. 
to every one that Believeth ; that is, of 
that. Faith which worketh by Love, Gal. 5. 6. 
viz. the Love of the Truth , 2 The. 2. 10. 


namely , Chriſt the Truth, Joh. 14. 6. who 


is. the new and living way : and , faith the 
apoltle in 2, Corinth. 13.5. Examine your 

ves, whether ye. be. in the Faith ;, prove your 
own ſelves : know ye not your own ſelves , how 
Be Jeſu Chrift is jn you, except ye be repro- 

ates. 

Again, The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto 
thee a Prophet from the mid$t of thee , of thy 
Brethren, like unto me, unto him ſhall ye hearken. 
Deut. 18. 15, So Moſes here directs unto 
Chriſt; and Chriſt, when come in the ful- 
neſs of time; and it drawing near for him to 
de offered up, He to his Diſciples in 7oh. 14. 


(and ſeveral other following Chapters ) di- 
recs 


—— © EI I eB. - ow 


St I  -- | 
res them to the Spirit ; "for that to be afredſ® 
his departure their Leader, &c. making 
mention thereof : Afuring them for theilfſ! 
comfort , "That thovgh he muſt go away, yi! 
it was expedient for them ; for 'if he di 
not go away , the Comforter would hot conieit 
unto them. 4 brete while, and ye foe T þ 
fee me ; andagainz A little while, and ye ſhall 
ſee me. Ani I will pray the Father, and ff 
ſhall give you another Comforter, that ht ma) 
abide with you for ever ; \ even the Spirit 
Truth , whom the warld cannot receive, becau 
#e ſeeth bim not , neither knoweth him; but 
know him , for bo &welleth with you, and ſhall q 
61: you. 1 will not leave you comfortleſs , 
will come to you. Which-to me appears ex 
ceeging full, with reſpect ro our Principle 
1 believing that ic was not only the peculia 
Priviledge of the Primitive Saints, * but it! 
alſo extenſive to the Children of God now 
For as many as ate led by the Spirit of Gol 

they are the Sons of God. Rom. 8. 14. 

And with reſpect to ſuch that are n 
Children of the Lord, as taught of the Lo 
and in Righteouſneſs eſtabliſhed , bur art 
yet unconverted, &c. God is good ant 
gracious unto them , having not lefr Himſel 
without a Witneſs in them, ( though. F.* 
ſaith to the contrary.) Burt I hope ye wi 
believe the Scriptures, rather than him. 
For, faith God concerning Chriſt, / wil gin 

thet 


.- 
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thee for a Covenant to the People : 4 Light a 


inthe Gentiles, that thou mayſt be my Salvation 
WMro the Earth, 1fa. 42.6. and 49. 6. © And 
Mwhen ſcen by Simeon , who waited for-the 
MCconſolagion of 1ſracl., he, anſwerable there- 
Mito, expreſlech himſef thus, Lord tow letteff 
li: ou thy Servant depart #n peace, according to 
thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salva- 
(1102 , whith thou haſt ( obſerye) prepared be- 
ol fore the face of all people 3 a Ligks ro lighten 
W be Gentiles, and the Glory of thy people, Luke 
«2-25, 29, 30 , 31, 32. | Which very clearly 
ſhews thar he enlightens, or is the Light of 
the Gentiles ; as well as he is the Glory of 
Ifrael. And Chriſthimſelf ſaith , :7oh. 8; 12. 
F am the Light of the World ( which is not 
to be underſtood , ſo as only to be reſtricted, 


liaYeither to that his outward Appearance ; or 


gwith.a Natural Light, ) and then next after 
xicis faid,,) He that followeth me 'ſhaft' not walk 
in darkneſs , but ſhall have the Light of Life; - 
the Light ſhalt] become his Light. ' It ſhalt 
not only be (as at firſt it is) his Light (as- 
ſhining in Darkneſs; and ſhewing him the 
J Juſt Man's Path ) but alſo his Life: (or Glo- 


znry ) to comfort and uphold him therin. For 


ſt is to be noted, that it is expreſly ſaid in - 
,F-clation to this very ſame Light, Thar it” 

wil} "ich in darkneſs, and the darkneſs tompre- 
8 kendeth ir nor, John 1. 5.,and Verſe 9, * That 
the ſame was the true Light, which lighteth 
every 


(46) 
every man that cometh into the World, Ang 
. Ver. 4.. 1s very poſitively and plainly affirm. 
ed, Thar this Lighr,of ( or in ) Men, is the 
very Life'of Chriſt, the Word of God ; and 


therefore Diyine, and Univerſal. And, ſaith 
Fehz the Divine , The Nations of them that 
are. ſaved ,' ſhall walk, in_the Light, Rev..2 l, | 

2h ad ee x i” i 
And now with reſpect to the manifeſting, W 
and Reproving Property ofthis Light, Grace, 
or meaſure of the Spirit of God within. It's 
recorded, Ames 4413. For.lo, He that for» 
- meth: the Mountains, and createth the Wind, 
* andacclareth unto Man what is his Thought — 

the Lord , the God of Hoſts is hs Name. And 
. Micha 6.8. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, 
what is good; And what doth the Lord thy 
| God, require of thee, but to do juitly, and 
love. mercy , and to. walk, bumbly with thy God, 
| Wee that which may be known of God, 
is- manifeſt in them , for God hath ſhewed it. 
unto them ; ever to them who hold the F 
[Truth in Unrighteouſneſs , Roz. 1. 18, 19, 
And that is by this univerſal Principle ; For 
all things that are reproved, are made mani-: 
eſt by the Light ; for whatſoever makes ma- 
nifeſt, is. Light. Eph,5-13. And the Deeds 
of every one that doth Evil are reproved by IF 
It. Joh. 3.20. And. this is the Condemnation, 
That Light is come into the world, and men i, 
loved Darkneſs rather than Light , — | 
, then 


"=" 


leir Deeds were Evih, verl. 19.and Chap. 16. 


| 8. when Chriſt was ſpeaking of this- -Spiric 


f Truth, under the name of a Gomforter to 
ie Saints , he declares ; That when he is 
ame, he will Reprove the World (obſerve) 


2 Ef Sin, of Righteouſneſs , and of Judgmenr. 


1 ; howbeit, when: the. Spirit of Truts, (Or 


pmforter ) 4s come » he will guide: you , 
; [vis. Believers) i into all. Truth; verſ. 13. and. 


Proverbs. 1. 23-: Wildom exborts , ſaying, 
[urn you at my Reproof (which is the way, of 

e, chap. 6.23.) and info ha it's pro- 
viſed, Behold 1 wil. pour out of. my Spirit 


to: you-z I will make known .my Words | 

to you. . So the principal thing 1s,.to be 
uuly acquainted with this ioward Princi- 
C 


by WE of Religion , that ſhews Sin ," and leads 
"Wt of it, thoſe that obey it, and ſo thereby 
Tone really to walk in this Light, 1 Joh. 1.7. 
Knot grieving the Holy Spiric, Ephe/. 4+ 30» 
it Wor doing deſpight unto the Spirit of DUR 
"Hb. 10. 29; ) Walk in the Spirit, Gal. 3.1 

0. Bfter the Spirit, Rom. 8. 4. Obey this _ 
| il Grace'of God that bringeth Salvation, 

Wits 2. 11. For it's written with reſpe&t to 

Wicked unregenerate Men, or the World , 

-Wiole that love Darkneſs rather than Light, 


1d do Evil; they that hate the Light, and 


( * annot receive the Spirit of Truch becauſe 
t ſeeth him not,_ neither knoweth him ; 


for the World by. Wiſdoin knows not 
D Geng 
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God ;) and the Things of the Spirit of God, 
ſuch wicked Natural Men cannot receive, nei 
' Ther know them: And the Reaſon there 
given is very full, In that they are fooliſh- 
neſs unto ſuch, and Spiritually to be di- 
ſcerned ; and fo they hating this Light , and 
continually rebelling againſt the -Spirit , and 
not being united nnto it ; how is it pollible 
they ſhould rightly underſtand the Thing 
the reof ? 1 Corinth. 2.14. and 1. 21: Fo 
4.17, | 


* 
- 


Take that Obſeryable Paſſage of the Apo- 
ſtle Paul in '1 Corinth. 6. 9, 10, 11, Knol 
ye not , that the unrighteons ſhall not inherit, 
the, Kinedom of God? Be not deceived, nth: 
ther Foynicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers 

' nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves will 


Hankind, nor Thieves , nor Covetous, 
Drunkards , nor Rewiler: , nor Extortioners 
ſhall imherit the Kingdom of God: and ſuch 
were ſome of you; But ye are waſhed, but y 
are ſanttified, but ye are juſtified , in the Namt 
of t2e Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit of our God, 
And in order to this Great and Glorious. 
Work of Regeneration , and SanQification; 
throughout : We aſſert, That a Meaſure off; 
this Light, and Grace, is given to eve 
Man to profit withal , 1 Corinth, 12, 7. But, b 
(by 7. F.) ſaid, That the ſame only relate; 
to the, Church , or Believers,” and not tofff 
others, But we fay, That the appearance 
Wi 


| 
| 
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or manifeſtation of ChriſPs Light, ( which 
js one with it ) ſhewing Sin , and Reproving 
for it, is more generally, yea univerſally 
extended”. And I hope, in theſe Lines I have 
ſufficiently proved.it , to the ſatisfaction of ' 
Wſuch of you, that will acquieſce to the 
righteous Judgment of the Spirit of Truths 
in you ; and are not. wilfully oppoſite there- 
to, through prejudice , or wrong and partial 
Opinion. Yet we alſo diſtingaith between 
the Spirit's being 1n a Good Man ,; a Child 
Wof God ; and an Unregenerate Man. For 
-.Win tlie firſt , through his Love to God, in 
jarkning to, believing in, waiting upon, 
xanting for., union. with, and following of 
he Spirit: His Talent is improved , his 
eaſure enlarged, the (good Seed in him, 
a-growth witneſſed; and fo the Lord more 
- Wbundantly experienced , through the A- 
Woundings. of Grace. While the other , 
iz. the wicked, unfaithful , and ſlothful 
ſan ,- [inſtead of knowing it*s increaſe, 
Mhaviog time given him to do it) have in time 
Wbat taken from him that was commited to 
im: ( for obſerve, ſomething at leaſt was 
iven to/ every ſuch perſon. ) - And as the 
\ppearance thereof ;is'comely and deſirable ; 
s Operation pleaſant and profitable, and 
te - joyous and glotious to the ' former. 
he other on the contrary , knows, ſees, 


"Fad feels , it greatly tronbles and.condemns, 
I , D'2 — 
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and yet a meaſure of the very ſame Spirit in 
- both. 


I hope there is enough fazd to ſhew. you 
this groſs Errour of 7, F. of holding that 
Saving Grace, (or Chriſt, the Light or Spk 
7rit within) is a Creature and Great No- 
thing : So his ſpeaking that- Adam had 
more Grace than all the meer: men put to- 
gether, that have been ſince his days, is 
run by him very high; But he preſently 
brings him very low, ' when he ſays there 
was not the- leaſt Grain of it remaining af- 
rer his Eating the Forbidden Fruit. Which 
(if he means that it was his State always, 
+ 1s more than he can prove, and ſeems to 
be contrary to Scripture. Gezr. 3. Is, 
See alſo Wiſdom, chap. 10. 1. 2. Verſes, 
where I obſerve its Written , That he wat 
vrought out of the Fall, and. Power given hin 
10 Rule all Things. 97... 

So alſo his Recital of 7/a. 41. — which 
was ſpoken againſt the Vanity of Idols. And 
P/al.82.--- which was againſt unjuſt Judges, 
doth further manifeſt by theſe compariſons 
( jadged vt him pertinent-and proper , to 
conclude this' Head with ( touching .Grace 


being a Creature ) and: Confirm , his- above 
Mockery; and mean Thoughts, &c, of this 
Internal ' Saying Grace. As alſo his laſt 
come off, concerning what's — i 

: at, 


(37) 
Mat.6. 23. which alſo he thought that he. 
added very pertinently againſt me ( but 1 
fay very imprudently )- ſhews-moreover his 
lenorance with reſpect to this Divine Pria- 
ciple, and great miſtake of the right mean- 
jing-of that Text, ( being like his former 
Expoſitions of other places) My -Realon is, 
Becauſe this Light of Chriſt Pleaded for, 
can at no time (by any means) be Dark- 
neſs : But Men may in their Underſtand- 
ings be in Darkneſs ( througa Unbelict 
concerning this Light, as with a Witneſs 
herein, he hath confirmed it, and therefore - 
very pertinently (it- being to the very pur- 
poſe) may be returned upon him, Marrh.6.23. 
And now therefore whether. I may not - 
very pertinently , (as Chriſt upon another 
occaſion ſaid ro the Sadduces) add ſeaſona- 
bly here touching him, and ſuch ( if any 
be) that ſtand by him berein, ar. 22. 29. 
Ye do Err not knowing the Scriptures nor 
the Power of God; by reaſon he {o wrelts 
and miſapplies the former ; and thys oppo- 
les, and fights againſt the latter, in its ma- 
nifeſtation within, (for that which 1s to be 
known of God is manifeſt there, Kom. 1. 
19.) As alſo moreover bring that 'of Chrilt 
to the great Profeſſing Jews, Fo. 5. 39- 40. 
(Who like many in this our day, thought | 
to have Eternal Life in the Scriptures.) but 
were not: Juſtiked , but rather reprehended 
| D 3 by 
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by reaſon thereof) Search ( or 'ye ſearch) 
the Scriptures, and in them ye think_ to have 
Eternal Life, and they are they which TeStifie 
of me : And'ye will not come: to me that 
ye might have Life. 

Now the Holy Scriptures we truly own, 
and greatly eſteem; and are not for dimi- 
niſhings ought from them ; but all that ought 
to be, do give, or aſcribe to them , They 
( as here -mentioned ) erauly Teſtifying of 
him, ( who u« the Way, the Truth , and 
the Life, Join 14. 6.) But we ſay, that E- 
ternal Life is not to be had in them, and 
that they cannot give it (though its a Bleſ- 
ſed help thereto, - as they are Read with a 

opd Underſtanding ; the which comes 
rom the Inſpiration of the Almighty , Feb 
32.9. For Eternal Life is in the Son, and 
given by him, (and not the Scriptures) +to 
thoſe that own, and believes in , not only 
his outward Appearance in the Fleſh, butalſo 
now 1n its Spiritual Appearance in the Heart ; 
for there It 1s that it mnſt be Witneſſed, as is 
above demonſtrated ; And thoſe that right- 
ly, and fully fo Believe, and truly be Gui- 
ded and Governed hy it ; They certainly ex- 
perience that which the World are Stran- 
gers, to wit, Eterra! Life : And that through 
their Eating and D;inking of the Fleſh and 
Blood -of Chriſt, according to his own ma- 
ny ſaymgs in Jo. 6. Which be plcaſed to 
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peruſe, and weightily weigh, It being ver 
material to this matter z and js our chjefe! 
concern to know,; namely through his Dwel- 
ling in us, and we in him, a Eating of his 
Ficſh' and Drinking of his Blood Spiritually, 
and fo to Live by him.; The ſame being 
known to the Satisfafticn of the Souls of 
ſuch, from that inward Divine Nouriſhment 
it yields, as outward Food is Witneſſed to 
be to the outward Man, upon feeding there- 
vpon ; And the ſweetneſs of jt, is Expe- 
rienced , as It is truly Hungred for and 
Thirſted greatly after; and ſuch can and 
doth livingly and feeling ſay, Lord, evermore 
give #s of this Bread; for the more it is 
partook of, the more it 1s deſired. And 
Behold I ſtand (ſaith Chriſt) at the Door and 
kuock,, if any Man hear my Voice, and gpen 
the Noor, 1 will come in to him, and Sup with 
him, and he with me, Rev. 3. 20. And thus the 
True Supper of the Lord in the Subſtance 
being participated of. And alſo Chriſt with 
his Baptiſm of , the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, 
Mat. 3.11, being known, V:z. a being Bap- 
tized- by the Spirit into the Death of Chriſt, 
Rom. 6. 3. And fo: to the putting on- of 
Chriſt (not making Proviſion for tie Fleſh 
to full the Luſts thereof, Rom. 13, 4.) for 
ſo it- really is with ſuch, that are truly” 
Baptized into Chriſt, according to Gal. 3. 
27, Of which Baptiſm, it is ſaid thus, The 
D4 likg 
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bike Figure even Baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave 
us ( not the putting away the Filth of the 
Fleſh but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience t0- 
wards God by the Reſurreftion of Feſus Chriſt, 
who 45 gone into Heaven, 1 Pet. 3. 21. 22. 
And Dyed for us while Sinners, Rom. 5. 8, 
And Roſe again for our Fuitification, Rom. 
jc at 

And Pal ( faith to Tirmw ) not by works 
of Righteouſneſs which we have done ;, but ac- 
cording to his Mercy he Saved us, by (ob- 
ſerve) the waſhing of Regeneration , and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on 
us abundantly, through Feſus Chriſt our Sa- 
viour ; That being JuStified by bis Grace, we 

ould be made Heirs, ory A to the Hope 
of Eternal Life, Tit. 3. 5, 6, 7. I ſay we 
the.Contemned People, in derifion, called 
Quakers , whoſe Life is hid with Chrift in 
God, Col- 3. 3. In a good meaſure this one 
Spiritual Baptiſm , and the Supper of the 
Lord, certainly knowing and partaking of, 
in the Subſtance. Therefore we ſee it nor 
required of us ( though once it was com- 
manded for a time ) to obſerve thoſe out- 
ward Signs, Shadows, and Types thereof, 
now ; whatever was done at ſome times, 
as/ to theſe ( as well as other ſuch like ) 
Things, in Condeſcention by the Primitive 
Chriſtians. | 


And 
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And we are not forward to judge thoſe 
who are conſcientiouſly concernd in them, 
o- MW and ſee no farther : But heartily deſires that 
2, Wl all ſuch ( not excluding others alſo) might 
2, MW come to know. the Truth as i is in Feſus, 
$. Ml the Subſtance, to wit, in the Spiritual feed- 
n. W ing upon the Subſtance, . through a clear 
Belief in, and Obedience to this faying 
ks Wl Principle of Grace within , by which its 
c i truly known. : 


:- Nevertheleſs, ( as faith Paul the Apoſtle) 
on © Whereto we have already attained , let ns 
;- MW walk by the fame Rule; let us mind the 
ve fame things, and preſs after PerfeCtion ; and 
pe if fo ſincerely and conſtantly doing, ' If * ary 

re ſl thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſpall reveal —Y 
d I ever this unto you, Phil. 3+ 15, 16. For in 
n Wl Chrift Feſus, neither circumciſion xvaileth any 
ie I thins, nor uncircumtiſion » but 4a new creature *_ 
e i And a; many 4s walk according to this Rule, 
f, Peace be on them, and Mercy upon the Iſrael 
IL iN of God. Gal. 6. 15, 16. | 


-  Soas Peace and Mzrcy is m2aſurably known 
f, © to attend all, according to-their Sincerity, and 
= oo ia Grace ; ſo-let us all (while we 

ave a day as in duty bonnd) mind, love, 
'e © and follow this Spiritual Gift in us, in- order 
to our perſeverance and- greater growth : Tt 
being this Principle that 4s further to = 

vea 
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,veal/Things, and to make truly a new Crez 
Lure. | . 


Touching which Appearance of Chit 

thus within us, as it cannot be ſuppoſed3i 
Tteaſonably, that thoſe are ſo clearly and 
fully ſenſible, ( whatſover they at ſome 
times may be 1n part,, becauſe of their ſin- 
cerity, according to preſent knowledge ) of 
the Life and Virtue. of it, that are Unbe- 
lrevers init: So its probable that ro many 
of you the Saying of Facob may in this Caſe be 
applied by your ſelves : Sxrely the Lord is in 
thi place, and I knew it not, Gen. 28. 16. 


Which therefore that ye might believe in 
\ him, as in you appearing, aud thereby may 
have in you Life more abundantly , is the 
Cauſe of my being here now thus Concern- 
ed; Which is in Cordial Love, a Friendly 
Invitation of , and True Viſitation to you : 
And hope that hereby I have not in the leaſt 
given any one occaſion juſtly to be offend- 
ed againſt me : Or I to become to you as 
your Enemy, for thus ſtanding for, and Tel- 
ling you the Truth. 


Thos my Relations and Friends , have I 
from ſome Experience, written ſomewhat ) 
and. yet much more might be ſtill added) 
concerning the -Bleſſed inward Gift of Gods 

Spir it, 
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Spirit, Light,” and Grace ; and 'of-its Ope» 
rations and Effects, and Scripturally con- 
firmed it ; and' herein been very. Tender 
towards you : But you indeed perhaps'may 
judge, that I have been too plain (or born 
roo hard upon him you eſteem your partt , 
cular good Friend ; But fince he ſo in Wri- 
ting did Aflert what was ſent me, in An- 
ſwer to my firſt Lines ( beforementioned ) 
and the ſame being (1 yet believe )) groſly 
Erronious, and {till ſtood to by him : And 
it falling to my Lot, thus to Declare: and 
Bear Teſtimony of this Holy and Ever Bleſ- 
ſed Truth of God to you, in Oppoſition to, 
his Gainſaying ; Therefore , in Chriſtian 
Love I had freedom thus to appear in plain- - 
neſs for the Truth, as held forth by us; 
and therefore conclude , all things confſider- 


ed, I have a ſufficient Apology for this my 
Undertaking, and ſo doing. 


Being to draw to a Concluſion, Iearneſt- 
ly deſire in my Soul, that this my Labour 
of Love may not be lightly eſteemed , or 
in a wrong Spirit rejected by any one of 
you-; And that: the ſame, by the Lord, 
may be Bleſt, ro the proving of ſome Ser-- 
vite to you, and ſo my real End anſwer- 
ed, And thereby, God through Chriſt, in 
and by , tis Spirit of Grace , Light, iy 

an 


" Immortal, be more 'abnndantly, Rightly 


. The 24 day of 
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and Power. within us, may be truly Feared 
A y Worſhipped , Livingly Praiſed, 
and Greatly Glorified : And ſo. our Soul 


{enſible, of True Peace, overcoming Conſo- 
lation, and Divine SatisfaRtion, Amer. 


I am in Sincerity herein 


Torr Certain True- Friend 


7obn Elliutt, 


the 2d. Month 


(called Aprel,) 


1693. 


Conſider what F ſay, and the Lord 
gre ye UnderS8tanding in al 
INgS, 2 Tim. 2. 7. 


(In Order to it ) 
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I Commend you to God, at to 
( ChriSt ) the Word of his Grace © 
( within) which is able to Build 
you up, and to give you an Inhe- 
ritance among all them that. are 
Sanctified, Acts 20. 32. 
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HE Works of that faithful Servant of 
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The Spirit of the Martyrs revived, in 4to, 
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Price bound, 15. 6d. 

-. Hu Way to the City of God deſcribed, 
:n Bo, Price bound, 1s. 

—=- Hu Fundamental Truths of ChriStia- 
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